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NATIONAL INTELLIGENCE

SPEECH OF Mr. CLINGMAN,
OF NORTH CAROLINA,
On the Wilmot Provise, Slavery, §c.

[Our columns are commonly so much occupied
with the Reports of Debates in the Senate (made

and published under an existing contract with that |

body) and other articles of commanding interest,
that it is not in our power, without encountering
expenses 00 heavy to be horne by this Establish-
ment, to publish at large all Debates which take
place in the House of Representatives, We are
obliged to select such as we suppose would most
interest our readers, or most gratify their curiosity.
‘Of this class we have supposed would be the speech,
published to-day, of Mr, CriNoMaN, of North Caro-
lina, the contents of which, should the reader not
have already heard any account of it, will, we think,

astonish him. Some Whig speech, in reply to this

speech from a W hig, we shall not fail, when we meet
with a fit opportunity, to spread before our readers.

Bouvme oy Rerngsextarives, Jaxvany 22, (850,

The House being in Committee of the Whole, and hav- |
1ng under consideration a series of resolutions proposing to
apportion the President’s Message among the various com- |
Anitiees— .

Mr. CLINGMAN said that the committes was well aware
thathe had, on yesterday, intimated a pu to discuss the
questlaps involved in the propositions relating to the Mexican |
‘Perritory. 'That subject was regarded by the whole country
as one of such immense i that he offered no apolo- |
gy for debating it. To prevent misconception, (#aid he,) I |

culation, published matter on Loth sides,) aud a few
liberal papess, every thing favorable to the South hes
carefully excluded from the Nerthern papers. By
combined efforts a degree of feeling and prejudice has been
|f:“'““l“¢‘i"“!“ South which is most intense in all the
| interior.
| I was surprised last winter to hear a Northern Senator say,
| that in the lown in which he lived it would excite great asto-
| nishment if it were known that s Northern lady would, at
| the time of the meeting of the two Huuses, walk up lo the
Capitol with a Southern Senator ; that they bad been taught
| to consider Southerners generally as being so coarse and ruf-
fianly in manner that a lady would not trust berself in sucha
resence. This anecdote, sir, does not present (oo strong a
| picture of the condition of sentimeut in portions of the inte-
| rior of the Northern country. How far gentlemen on this
| floor are to be influenced in their action by such a state of
| opinion, I leave them to decid2. 4
| The great principle upon which the Northern movement
| rests, which is already adopted by most Northern politicians,
| and to which they all seem likely to be driven by the force
of the popular current there, il the question is unsettled till
the next gungudnull election, isthis : That the Govéfhment
of the United States must do nothing to sanction slavery ;
that it must therefore exclude it from the Terrilories ; that it
| must abolish it in the District of Columbia, forts, and lfl-llb.
and wherever it has jurisdiction. Some, too, carrying the
principle to its extent, iasist that the coasting sleve trade,
and that between (he States, should also be abolished, and
that slave labor should not be tolerated in a public office of
! the United States, such us custom-houses, post offices, and
the like. As these things all obviously rest on the same
general dogma, it is clear that the yielding of one or more
points wou!d not check, but would merely accelerate the ge-
neral movement to the end of the series. Before this end
was reached, they would probably append, ss a corollary, the
ptinciple that the President shou!d not appoint a slaveholder
to office. It is, sir, my delibonw‘}:d ent that, in the pre-
sent temper of the public mind at orth, if the territorial
question remains open till the next eleclion, few if any gen-
tlemen will get here from the free States that are not
to the full extent of the abolition platform. It is, therefore,
obviously the interest of all of us to settle this quesiion at the
present session.
That the general principle above stated is at war with the
whole spirit of the constitution of the Uniled States, which
sanctions slavery in scveral of its provisions, | need not argue
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say in advance that I have great confidence in the judgment, | bere. “Tsking, bowever, a, practical view of the matter in
integrity, and patriotism of the President. I further admit ' controversy, lock for s moment at the territorial question, the
fully the right of the citizens of each State to settle for them- | great issue in the struggle. Iwill do Northern gentlemen on
selves all such domestic questions as thut referred to in the | this fluor the justice to admit that they have argued them-
message. But who are the people entitled s> to decide ’ | selves into the belief that they are right in claiming the whole
The time and manner of admission as well as the boundary of | of the territory for free-soil. Let me state, for & moment, the
new States, are in themselves questions for (he judgment of | converse or opposite of their proposition. Buppose it were
“Congress, under all the circumstances of each case. The | 1o be claimed that no one should be allowed to go into this
‘Perritory of Louisiana, our first foreign acquisition, was 1¢- | public territory unless be carried one or more s'aves with
tained nearly ten years in that condition before she was al- Eim. it might then be said, just as gentlemen now tell us,
lowed to form a State constitution. In the case of Texas— | that it would be perfectly fair, because it placed every man
her people being composed almost entirely of citizens of the | who might be inclined to go there on an equal footing, and
United States, and havig had a State Government of their | might, by means of having thus a homogeneous population,
own for ten years—she was admitted at once as a State inlo  sdvance the general interest. Northern men would at once,
the Union. In the present case, there are consideralions of [ suppose, object to this arrangement. Then we should say to
the greatest importance connected directly and indirectly with | them, if you do mut like this restriction, let it be settled
our action on this subject. While adverting to them as fule | that every citizen of the United States may go into the com-
ly as the lime limited by our rules will admit, I ssk the at- | mon territory and carry slaves or not, just s be pleases.
tention of the House. | This would seem to be a perfectly equitable and fair arrange-
With reforence to this matter, I was placed at 2 disadvan- | ment. Northern men, however, object to this, and say that
tage before the country by a publication made some time since. | they are not willing to live in a territory where others own
It is generally known that there was on the Saturday evening | slaves. "T'hen we of the South say to them, that we will
before the lime for the assembling of the House a preliminary | consent fo divide the territory and limit our possession with
meeting or caucus of the Whig members. The proceedings | slaves 1o a part of it, and allow them to go at will over the
of such meelings have usually been kept private. Contrary, | whole. Even to this they object, and insist that they will not
however, to the former usage in this respect, some individual | allow us to cccupy one foot of the territory. - Remember, sir,
present furnished to one of the New York papers what par-| that this very territory was acquired by conquest, and that
ported to be a report of the proceedings. This report, being = while the South, according to its population, would have
in some respects authentic, was copied into other papers | been required to furnish only one-third of the troops, it in
The writer gave very fully the speeches of those persons | point ‘of fact did furnish’ two-thirds of the men that made the
whose views coincided with his own ; but, though he madea ' conquest. And the North, deficient as it was comparatively
reference to my position, be did not think proper to set out | in the stroggle, now ssys that its conscience, or its cupidity,
what I did say s0 es to make that position at all upderstood. | will not permit us (o have the smallest portion of that territo-
Tt will be remembered by tho-e present on that occacion that, ' ry. Why, sir, this is the most & proposition. that
at the very outset of my remarks, I stated that I had that | was ever maintained by an table body of men.
morning had a very full and [ree conference with the gentle- | 8ir, I give the North ful{cx]it for its feelings in favor of
man from Georgin, (Mr. Tooxns,) who had moved the reso- | liberty. I can well suppose that Northern gentlemen weuld
lution ; that there was, in relation to the whole subject em- | resist'in the most emphatic manner the altempt to make any
braced in it, as well as with reference to the mode of action | man who is now free a slave ; but [ regard them as too intel-
proper to be adopted by the South, an cntire agreement be- | Jigent to believe that humanity, either te the slave or the
tween that gentleman and myself. In fact, that there was | master, requires that they should be pent up within a terri-
not, as far as I knew, any difference of opinion between us, | tory which, after a time, will be tnsuﬁiont for their subsis-
except as to the expediency of making the issue at that time, | tehce, and where they must perish from want or from the
and that I thought it‘pre&nble to await legislative action and | collisions that would occur between the races. Nor can I
stand on the defensive purely. This, among other reasons | suppose that they think it would be injurious to New Mexico
then given, induced me to requeet the withdrawal of the re- | and California for our pwp]' to go and settle among them.
solution. It is proper that I should eay that, in my interview | Prominent Northern statesimnen, both in this House and in the
that morning with the gentleman from Georgia, and with his | 8enate, have described the population of those Territories,
colleague, (Mr, Strrurns,) [ gave my reasons at length, | and bave represented it as being not only inferior to those In-
founded chiefly on my recent observation of the stale of pub- | diani tribes that we know most of, viz. the Cherokees and the
lic sentiment in the Nortli, we believing that a collision was Choetaws, but as being far below the Flat Heads, Black
inevitable, aad that the sooner it came on the better for all | Feet, and Snake Indians. I cannot therefore suppose that
parties ; but that, to enable us to make our demonstration in | they really believe that those Territcries would be injured by
the most imposing and successful mode, it would be better to | having infused into them such a slate of society as produced
awaitl the organization of the House. I ex the fear | such p os George Washington, John Marsheil, snd
hat if we moved without the concurrence at the outsct of o | thousands of other great and virtuous men, living and dead.
majority of the Bouthern members, we might place ourselves | Your opposition to our right will be regarded as resting on
at o disadvantage beforo the public, and prevent our uniling | the lust for political power of your politicians, or on the ra-
the whole South in such a course of action as it might be | pacity of your people. ;
found expedient to adopt. ; | » The idea that the conquered people should be permitted to
Looking over the whole ground, however, I sm not at all | give law to the conguercrs is s0 preposterously absurd that I
dissatisfied with the course which things took. There bas | do nutintend to argue it. Doubtless these people would be
been no such division at the South as would be at all likely | willing, not only to exclude slaveholders, but all other Ame-
to impair efficient sction hereafter. From the tone of the | ricans, if, by a simple vote, they were allowed to doso. |
Southern press, s well as fromn other indicitions, itis obvious 'muay remark, further, that, but for the anti-slavery agitation,
that the South will, 'at 'an early day, be sufficiently united 10 | our Southern slaveholders would have carried their negroes
ensure the success of wha'ever measures it may be neceseary | jnto the mines of California in such numbers that I have no
to adopt to protect ourselves {rom the aggression menaced by | doubt the mujority there would have made it a slavehold-
the North. As to the election of a Speaker, in the present . ing State. We have been deprived of all chence of this
-condition of the House and the country, I have never con- | by the Northern movements, and by the action of this House,
sidercd it of the slightest moment to either political party, or | which has, by Northern votes, repeatedly, from time to time,
to either section of the Union. A Speaker withouta major: | passed the Wilmot proviso, so as in effect to exclude our in-
ity of the House would be of no advantage to the Adminis- | stitutions, without the actual passage of a law for that purpose.
tration, nor could any mere arrangement of committces mate- | It is a mere farce, therefore, without giving our people time
rially aff-c' now the action on the slave question. [ to go into the country, if they desire to do =o, to allow the
Those, Mr. Chairman, who have observed my course hej‘e- | individuals there, by a vote, to exclude a whole class of our
tofore, know well that I have not sought to produce agilation | citizens. This would imply that the territory belonged to the
on this suhject, Six years ago, when I first tock a seal on | people there exclusively, and not to all the people of the Uni-
this floor, believing that the famous twenty -first rule had been | ted States. ;
gotten up merely 48 a fancy matter, which was productive Compared with this great question, the abolition of slavery
only of ill feeling and irritation between different sections, 1| in the District of Colambia is of litile relative moment. Oue
both voted and spoke against it, and was then regarded as | effect, however, of the anti-slavery agitation here is worthy of
responsible to a grest extent for its defeat. Ithen stated,  a passing notice. Within the last two years, since the mat-
during the discussion, that if without canse we kept up astate | ter has become serious, it has seemed not improbable that the
-of hostility between the North and the South, uniil a practi- | seat of government might be removed from the District. As
cal question arose like that presented when Missouri was ad- | this would be extremely prejudicial to the interests of the citi-
aitted, (for I then saw the Texas aonexation in the future,) | 2ens here, many of them bave =0 fir ch 1,in their feeli
the * greatest possible mischief might ensue,” I wenton, | as to be willing to allow slavery to be abolished, yielding to
also, in the course of my argument, to s1y that slavery could | the force of the pressure from the North ; besides, 5o many of

ightinconvenience i on her by that regulation of South
slightinconve imposed on

Carolina which from cairying free
servants to Charleston,
whole action on the part of the North is not only in
violation of the constitution, but seems to -be y wanton,
or originaling in malice towards the South. It is obvious
that they do not want our slaves among them ; because they
not only meke no sdequate provision for their comfort, but,
in fact, in many ot the States, have furbidden free negroeste
come among them e pain of &c. Itcannot be
a desite 1o liberale slaves, becauso bave never, to my
knowledge, attempled to steal negroes  Cuba or Brazil.
It is true, however, that having the right now to come smong
us both by land snd water, they have greator advantages and
immaunities ; for, il they went to & foreign country, they
would incur the risk of being shot or hanged, as robbers and
pirates usually are.
8ir, if any evils have grown out of the ¢xistence of slavery,
they have not at least affected the North. Duriog the days
of the slave trade, which (s I faﬂd{‘hnd occasion Lo re-
mark) was continued down to 1808 by New Englond votes in
the ¢envention, the Northern ship owners realized large profits
by purchasing oes on the coast of Africa at thirty or forty
dollars per head, and selling them to Bouthern planters for
soveral hundred dollars. The bringing in of slaves |
caused large tracts of the Southern country, too unhealthy to
have been cleated by white men, tobe brought under profit-
able cultivation. The price of cotton has thereby been brought
down from fifty to ten and even five cents per pound. An
immense amount of capital and labor is ed profitably
in its manufacture at the North. In England, also, not less
than six hundred millions of dollars is thus invested, sad a
vast population exis's by being employed in the manufacture,
ghminln;:l'hdu - -Ilhcpemb.m“‘ilf
urope and this country, get their employment, are
exist on the manufacture of cotton ahm., The chesp South-
?pmdhuuhnd the raw material not only is thamg
us giving subsistence to a great portion of the al
this country and Europe, Imi-duhin.tbworﬁ u:ch:s
rate. In addition to cotton, rice, sugar, coffes, lobazco,
various tropical productions are .supplied at a cheap rate for
Northern consumption, On the other hand, our slaves sel-
dom come in compelition with Northern labor, and ag good
consumers of its productions. While the North has derived
these great advantages, the negroes themselves have not been
sufferers. Their condition not only ‘moét advan-
tageously with that of the laboring - of the w
but is in advance of the position they have ‘been able, at any
time, to occupy at home. The researches of Gliddon and
other antiquarians, show that fcur thousapd years 'ﬁ" in
Africa they were slaves, and as black as now are. Since
then, in that country where they we e placed by Providence,
nd where, from their peculiar constitation, they ﬁax the
est health, they have existed only as savages. ey are
here continually made slaves of by the men of more intelli-
gent and enterprising races. Nor have they ever gotten out
of the tropical parts of Africs, except when they were carried
83 merchandise. It remains to be proved, however, yet to
the world, that the negro, any more than the horse, can per-
manently exist, in a state ol freedom, out of the tropical
regions. Their decay at the North, ns well as other circum-
stances which I have not time to detail, are adverse to the
proposition. And yet, sir, the journals of the North, while
they deny that the French and the Germans, the most en-
lightened of the continental nations of Europe, are eapable of
freedom, stoutly maintain that the negro is—the negro, who
has never any where, when left to himself, gotten up to the
repectable state of barbarism which all the cther races have
allained, not even excepting our [ndiansin Mexico and Peru.
While the people of the Northern Siates and the negroes
have beent benefited, I am not prepared to admit that the Bouth,
if injured at all, has sutlered as generally supposed. Thein-
flax of foreign emigronts, and some other circumstances to
which I will presently advert, have, in some respeets, put the
North greatly ahead. But if you deduet the foreign la-
tion, which goes chiefly te the North—the little we get not
being equal 1o that portion of our own peaple who go to the
Northwestern States—if you deduct this, I say, it will be
found that the white population of all the slaveholding Blates
has increased faster lr:n that of the free States. Owing to
the comfortable condition of vur populstion, if there had been
no emigration from abrond, the descendants of our portion of
the American white family would be more numerous than the
Northeérn. Nor is it trus that we are the poorer : o the
contrary, if we are to take the valuations of property in the
different Slates as assessed by the public officers, it appears
that the slayeholding States are much richer in proportion to
their population than the free. Even if you exclude the
negroes as .property, snd count them in the ﬂuhtioq,
it appears that the citizens of Virginia—the oldest of the
slave Slates—are richer per head than the citizens of any
cne of the free Stites, It will also appear that the slave-
holding States have vastly less pauperism and crime than the
Northern States. Looking, lg:wlora, at all thege different
elements, viz. greater increase of population, mere wealth,
andpllun poverty and cgmg, we have renson to regard our
people as prosperous an . .
8ir, Ihl:vu l:ol, for w::tp 13' time, gone intg details on
these points, but contented myself with the statement of those
=ener-l views, which every candid inquirer will, T am sitis-
ed, find to be true. I do not seek to make comparisons that
‘might be regarded as h'wm.i: unless by way.-¢f defence
against habitual attacks on us ; but | it-ap right to say
on this occasion, that whether consideréd with reference to
the physical comfort of the people, or a high stes of public
and private morals, elevated sonse of honor, and of all gen-
erous emotions, I have no resson to believe that s higher
dtate of civilization either now exists elsewhere, or has existed |
at any lime in the past, than is presented by the Southern
States of the Union.
‘When we look to foreign countries, these views are con-
firmed and sustained. Brazil, with a population of two
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our rights and liberty.
in hopes that the South will
half as maoy traitors to hang

be od, that we shall not have
as we did in the Revo-
lution.

If gentlemen mean that the Union, the principles of
the constitution, is desirable, I will %ﬂwg’mﬂ;&
jon. But the Union never could have been formed with-
out the writlen constitation. Be, if you mow, by your
action, piactically destroy the constitution, those injured, if
able to resist, will not submit. That instrument was ordained,
in its own language, to *‘establish justice, ensure domestic
tranquillity, and secure the of liberty " to all parties
to it—namely, the freemen of the Union. If, therefore, under
its form, gross injustice is done, insurrections excited, and
the citizens of part of the States pnliﬁaﬂy enslaved, then the
Union ought not to stand, as an instrument of wrong and
o n. .
pl'heu is throughout the South a strong attachment to the
Union of the States. This sentiment rests not so
any calculations of interest as on historic sssocia dpd the
recollections of common ancesirdl struggles and triumphs.
Our take a pride in the name of the United Btates, and
in being members of a great republio that furnishes a cheering
example to the friends of liberty throughout the world. But
the events of llnl::l few years are ngdly w.. lhii;
feeling. Seeing that there appeared to be a se purpose
the North to put them to the wall, many of our e, re-
garding a dissolution of the Union as the inevitable result of
this aggression, have looked forward to the consequences of
such a state of things.

T will tell Northern gentlemen, in the hope that many of
them are not yet past the point of reason, what is the view
presented in prospect to many of the highest intellects in the
South. It is well known that the existing revenue systemn
operates hardly on the South and the West. The Govern-
ment raises upwards of thirty millions annually by a duty or
tax upon imports. But this system acts very unequally on
the different of the { For illus‘ration of the
mode of aperation, 1 will take a single article. Railroad iron
is produced in Epgland at so cheap a rate that it can be
brought to this country and sold, we may say, for forty dol-
lors per ton. This is much cheaper than our people can af-
ford to make it at. They therefore esk the Government to
require the payment of twenty dollars per ton by way of
duty. The importer, therefore, instead of selling for forty
dollars per ton, must ask sixty dollars, to reimburse himself
for what he has paid out abroad, and to the Government.
Every person, therefore, in the United States, who py
railroad iron, has to pay twenty dollars more for each ton.
There are, however, some advantages to counterbalance this
loss. In the first place, some of our people, finding that
they can make a profit by selling railroad iron at sixty dollars
per ton, engsge in the munufactute, and thus find employ-
ment. While so engaged, these persons consume the pro-
duce of the farmers and others, and thus make a home mar-
ket for agricultural productions. We see, however, that the
loss of twenty dollars per ton falls on all those in any part of
the United Stales who may consume the iron ; but the ben-
efit is confived to those persons who are engaged in making
iron, and those who live s> near themn that they can conve-
niently get their produce to the factories. In fact, this sort
of mavnufacturing is confined 1o the State of Pennsylvania,
and perhaps a few other localities. But my constituents can
no more pay the manufacturers of Penneylvania for iron in
the production of their farms than they could the Biitish
iron. masters, It is therefore 1o our advaniage, es we must
pay for it in cash, to get the iron at the lowest rate. This is
true of the Southern and Western people generally. This
illustrates the effect of our revenue and protective system.
The barden is diffused over the whole country, but the bene-
fit is limited to the manufacturers and to those persons who
reside €0 pear as to have thereby a better market; very
litle more than ote-third of the Union gets the tof
the system, in exclusion mainly of the Soath and West
It is not easy to measure the’ extent of this burden.
It has been estimated that two-thirds of all the articles phich
would, if imported, be subject to pay a duty, are produced in
the United Btates. To relurn, for ready illustration, to the
case of railroad iron. If two of every three tons of iron con-
sumed in the United States were made in this eountry, it
wonld follow that the person who consumed thosg three tons
of iron, while he paid twenty dollars to the Go#érnment on
the ton imported, would pay forty dollars to the' manu-
facturer ; and if he lived so far from the manufagturer that he

slaves to one freeman, is the most prosperous of the South
American States, and the only one which has a stable politi- |
cal system. Cuba is greatly in sdvance of the other West |
India islands, though 9t. Domingo and Jamaica onee equalled
her befure the emancipation of their slaves. Besides the ex- |
pense of maintaining her Government at home, Cuba pays |
Spain a revenue of nearly fourteen millions, This isa greater |
sum for her popu'ation than two hundred millions would be |
for the United States. Could our people, in addition to the |
expense of our State Governments, pay six times as much as |
the Federal Government has ever yet raised by impost and |
taxes! That Cuba should be able to bear this burden and |
still prosper, is-evidence of the high productiveness of the
gyetem. '
In spite, however, of these great fac's, which ought tostrike
all iropartial minds, the course of the North has been con- |
stantly aggressive on this question. The ordinance of 1787, |
adopted contemporanecualy with the constitation, made the
territory north of the Ohio free, and loft that south of the river |
slaveholding, giving the north more than half of all the exist- |
ing territory, When Louisiana was acquired slavery could‘
legally ex‘st in every part of it. 'The State of Missouri, hav |
ing formed a republican constitution, propoeed to come into
the Union, but the North resisted her spplication, Though |

could not pay him in produce, it would follow that, in fact,
while he paid the Government but twenty dollars, he would
lose sixty himsell on account of the duly. When, therefore,
the Government gets, as it is doing, thirty niillions of
dollars revenue, the whole burden to the consumers of this
country would be one hundred millions of dollars; of this
amount the South pays, according to its population and con-
sumption, forty millions of dollars. This sum I think too low
in fact, In the Patent Office report, made to the last scssion
of Congress, (the last one published, ) it is stated by the Com-
missioner, Mr. Burke, a Northern man, thatthe annual value
of articles manufactured in the United States is five hundred
and fifty millions of dollare. This statement does not include
iron, salt, cosl, sugsr, wool, the products of the fisheries, and
other articles on which a duty is collected ; adding these,
swells the amount to nearly seven hundred millions. Our
imports for that year were unusually large, on account of the
famine abroad. Neveriheless, all the articles imported, en
which a duty is collected, including the above omitted in the
statement of manufactures, are in value only one bundred and
eleven millions one hundred and fifty-four thousand three
hundred and fifieen dollare. It thus appears that the amount
manufactured in the country is more than six times that im-
ported, It is not pretended, however, that this comparicon
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not be abolished in this District without a diesolution of the

| their slaves are from time to time taken away by the aboli-

Union. Two years since, when it had become certain that | lionists as to satisfy them that such property here is almost
we wers al the close of the then exisling war to obtain terri- | worthless. A great impression was made on them by the
tory, I endeavored to place the question on grounds where | coming in last year of a Northern ship, and its carrying away
the North might meet us; conceding, for the cake of argu- | seventy slaves at once. Seeing that there was no chance of
ment, that the Government had complete jurisdiction over the | getting Congress to pass any adequate law for their protec-
territory. | endeavored to show that, while it might be jusli- | Won, as most of the States have done, they seem tv be forced
fied jn dividing the lerritory, it ~ould not exclude us from | to assent to some extent to the Northern movement. Sir, it
the whole without a psipable violation of the constitution. I|is most surprising that the people of the Southern States
am sorry to say, however, that my «ffurt, though well meant, | should have borne, with so linls complaint, the loss of their
did not prodace the slightest effect upon' the action of any one | slaves incurred by the action of the free States.  The Consti-
gentleman of my own party from the North.  On this side of | tation of the United States provided for the delivery of all
the House they regularly voted that the North should have | such fugitives, and Congress passed an act to carry it into
the whole of the Territory, and went against any compromise. | effect ; but recently most, if not all of the Norihern States,
I regret to be compelled to say that, instead of showing them- | have completely defeated its provisions, by forbidding any
selves in any respect conservative, as I used to consider them, | one of their citizens to aid in the execution of the law, under
the Northesn Whig members prof!d themselves, on this the | the penalty of fine and imprisonment for as long a term
great question, eminently destructive, . 2 | usually as five years. There is probably no oue legal mind in

To thoee geatlnmen from the North who aided us in an | any one of the free States which can regard these laws as con-
attempt to settle the question in some manuer not disgracefol | stirtional ; for, though the States are not bound to legislate
or destructive 1 us, [tender my thanke. In standing by the  affirmatively in support of the Cons itution of the United
rights of the SBouth they bave shown themselves friends of thie | Sates, yet it is clear that they kave no right to pass laws to
Conetitation and of the Union. : obstruct the execution of constitutional provisions. Private

Sir, the ficce and extent of the pres:nt anti-slaviry move- | cilizens are not usuaily bound to be active in executivn of the
ment of the North is not undsrstood by the Bouth. Until | law ; but if two or more combine to prevent the execu'ion of
within the last few months I hed supposed that even if Cali-

her constitution, recognising slavery, was precisely like those | affords a proper measure of the amount of the burden which
of a majority of the old States, yet they, sguinst sll constitu- | the country may sustain , and that, while it Eﬁys to the Gov-
tional principle, because they had the power in one branch | ernment thixty-three millions, it pays two bhundred to the
of Congress, obstinately refused her admission, until it was | manufacturers indirectly, thereby making the whole loss to
provided by act of Congress that no other slave State should | consumers, in the first instance, wo hundred and thirty-three
exist north of 36° 30". By that means, after leaving the | millione. . Some few articles are manufactured here as cheap-
South only territory for a single State, (Arkansas,) they sc- | ly as they can be elsewhere ; and a very large number, at
quired enough in extent 1o muke ten or fifteen large States. | the places where they are made, are cheaper to the consumer
Now, encouraged by their former success, and having be- | than would be the foreign article when transported there. It
come relatively sironger, they claim the whole of the territory, | is also true, however, that in a great many cases the consumer
Should we give way, what is to be the resuit ?} Califor | loses even more than the whole daty, because he is not only
nia, Oregon, New Mexico, Deseret, and Minnesota will | obliged to pay it to the manufacturer or refund it to the impor

come into the Union in less than five years, giving the North | ter, but also a profit or per cent. on this duty to each trader
a clear majority of ten or fifleen votes in the Senate. The | through whose hands the article passes before it reaches him,

census of the coming year will, under the néw apportion- {In other instances, the price is intermediate between what
ment, give thern nearly two to one in this House. With | it would be without any duty and that+which it would amount
invmense controlling majorities in both branches, will they | to by the addition of the duty. Want of accurate knowledge
not at once, by act of Congress, abolish slavery in the States ? | of all the facts renders it impossible to determine prerisely the |
Mr. Aduams, who in his day controlled Northerm-epinion | effect which our revenae system produces ; but that Tt s most
on this question, said that there were twenty pravisions of | powerful and controlling cannot be denied. The Govern-
the eonctitution which, under certsin circumstances, would | ment sctually raises more than thirty millions per year by
give Congress the power. Would not this mujority find the | these duties. The manufactarers, who certainly are interested
power an easily as they have done in their State Legisla- | in celling their productions at a high rather than s low rate,

tures, where they have complete sway, to nullify the provi- | and who anderstand their true intorests, attach the greatest
sion of the constitution for the protection of fugitive slaves ! | imporiance to the tarifl system, and attribute to its operatin

effects even greater than [ have stated them to be. There has

any law, they are subject to indictment for conspiracy in all
If the

tornia ard New Mexico should come in as free States, the | countries where the common law doctrines prevail.
agitation would subside, s0 ss to produce no further action. | several States could rightfully legislate 1o defeat the action of
A few montLy’ travel in the interior of the North has changed | Cougress, they might thereby completely nullify most of its
my opivion. Buch is now the coudition of public sentinient | laws, In this particular instance such has been the result ;
there, that the making of thé Mexican territory all free, in | for, though the master is allowed to go and get hisnegro if he
any mode, would e regarded as an anti-slavery trivmph, and | can, yet, in point of fact, it is well known that the fiee ne-
would accelerate the general ra.vement agsinst vs. It is not | groes, abelitionists, and other disorderly persons, acting under
difficult to perceive how that state of public sentiment bes | the countenance and authority of the State laws, are able
baen prodoced there. The old abolition sscieties have done | usunlly to overpower the master and prevent recapture.

o good deal 1o poison the popular mind. By circulating an | The extent of the lo:s 1o the South way be understood
unmense pumber of inflammatory pamphlets, Slled with all | feom the fuct, that the number of runaway slaves cow in the
manner of fals:hocd and calumany sgainet the Souath, its in- | North is stated as being thirty thonssnd—waorth, at present
slitutions, and {ts men, becanis there was no contradiction in hpriers, little short of (ifteen millions of dollars. Suppose that
that quarter, they hsd created a bigh degree of peejudice | amount of properiy was token away from the North by the

~ ageinst us.  As soon s it became probable that there would
be an acguisition of territory, the question at cuce berame a
great practical one, and the politicians immediately wooic the
nuatter in hand.. With a view atonce of strengthening their
position, they seiz:d upon all this matter which the abolition
wicieties (whose aid both parties courted in the strugg'e) had
furnished from time to time, and diffused and strengibened it
as mach as possible, and therely created an lwmense amount
of hosti'ity to Southern institutions. Every thiog these con-
tributes to this movement ; candidates are brought out by the
caucus sysiem, sud if they fail to tske that sectional ground
which is dcemed strongest there, they are at once discarded.
Thke mode of nominating candidstes, as well as of conducting
the cauvass, is destructive of any thing like independence in
the representative, They do not, as gentlemen ofien do in
the Bou'h and West, take zround against the popular cl_nrnor,
and sustain themaslves by diroct appesis to the intelligence
and ressan of theoir ennstitzents.  Almost the whole of the
Northern prees co-operated in the movement. With the ex-
@ tion of the New Tork Herald, (which, with ita large cir-

{ Southern States acting sgaicst the cons'itution . What com-
i phaint would these not-be ? what memoriale, remonstrances,
{ and | gislative re-olations would come down upon us !  How
| would this hall be Glied with lobby members, coming here to
prees their claims upon Congrem! Why, sir, many of the
border counties in the slaveholding States have been obliged
lo give up their slaves almost entirely. Ii was stated in the
newspapers the other day, that a few counties nomed in
Maryland bad, by the cfforts of the abolitionists within six
monthe, upon computation, lost one hundred thousand dollars
worth of slaves. A gentleman of the highest s'andiog, from
Delawnre, assured me (he other day that that little State lost,
each year, at least that valuo of such property in the same
way. A hundred thousand dollare iwa heavy tax to be levied
| on a single Congressional district by the abolitionists.

| Suppose a proportional burden was inflicted on the North-
ern Statee. How would Massachusetts bear the loss aninoally of
one million one hundred thousand duflars, not only inflicted
without law, but ageinst au expresy provision of the constitu-
tion! We may infer from tha eomplaint she pas made of &

Have not promninent Northern politicians, of the highest posi-

tions and the greatest influence, whose nanies are woll known

to all gentleraen on this floor, already declared that there is
nothing in the conetitution of the United Sintes 'which ob:

structs or ought to obstruct the abolition of slavery by Con-

gress in the Siates ? Bupposing, however, this should not

occur 4 in twenty years or less, withoul new acquisihons of
territury, they Id get the p , by the coming in of new

free Stales, to amend the constitution for that purpose. But

I have no doubt, eir, that other acquisitions of territory will

be made. Probably, after the next Presidential election, we
shall get that part of Mexico which lies along the Gulf, as far
as Vera Cruz ; and from which, though well suited to the
profitable employment of slave labor, we should be excluded,

nevertholess, by the adoptinn of the principle that slavery
should not be extendcd in sren, Conceding, however, that
[ am wrong in both these snppositions, and that

would nrither violate the constitution nor snnul itthus : what
are we to expect ! Slavery is 1o be kept, they say, where it
now is; and we are 1o be surrounded with free Siates. These
Hintes not only prohibit the introduction of slaves, but also
of free negroes into their bordets. Of course the whole ne-
gro population is to Le hereafter confined o the territory of
the present fifieen slave States.  That population in twenty

five ycars will amount to seven or eight millions, and in filty
yesrs to fifteen millions. However dense the population
might become, the negroes will not be gotten away,
but the wealthier portion of the white population €I mesn
nuch as were able to emigrate) would leave the Merritory.
The condition of the South would, for a time, be thst of
Irelaud, and soon, by the destruction of the remnunts of the
white population, becomo that of 8t. Domingo. There are
those now livding who would probably scs this staw of things ;

but it would be certain to overtake our children or grand-

been less complaint among consumers, because the cost of
most manufaciured articles bas been diminishing from time to
time. This fall of prices, however, is partly aitributable to
the great discoveries made during our day in chemistry, me-
chan'#m, and the arts generally, by which these articles are
produced with much more facility. It is also attribatable to
the comparative repose of the world, which has dirccted capi-
tal and labor, formerly consumed in wars, to industrial pur-
suits. Hence, though there is a gradual reduction of prices
in the United States, yet it is still more striking on the other
side of the Atlantie. In Great Britain particularly, as well
as in certain portions of the continent, such is the sccumaula-
tion of capital, and so great the namber of laborers who are
obliged to work for a mere subsistence, that prices are at the
lowest possible rate.  We have a right 10 take advantage of
this state of things, just as the Europeans do of owr cheap
production of cotton. Instead of giving us half a dollar a

nd, as they used to do, they, as well as the of the
mﬂm States, seom glad to get it for five cents per prund,
in consequence of our overproduction of the srticle. We
have, therefore, a natural right to purchase their productions
ai the lowest rate al which we can oblio them, to counter-
balance the disadvantage we suffer from the spcummulstion of a
different kind of capital and labor. T alleviate this burden,
we of the South get back very little in the form of protection.
Why, then, bave Southern men been willicg to submit to &
system #o0 uosqual in ils operation !  Because, as [ have for-
merly had occasion to state, in the Convention which made
the Federal Constitution there was a bargsin made be ween
the North and the South, thak, provided they would allow
our slaves to be re ".""“d‘ ™ permit importation for a tims,
and to deliver up fugitives, che South would, on its part, sgree
that a masority of Congress might have power to pass navi-

chAdren. These facts wee slaring un in e fats 18 distipetly

gatlon or terlfl laws,  Asthe gift of the powsr under the
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to pay its
continued o sustain the system.

ests, Of the forty odd millions which the Government
todhbumt’hhym.h_lﬂml:?ﬂuﬁ.. r

of the slaveholding States, because it is not practicable to ar-
rive at the exact value of that portion which is sold to the
free States. But the amount of our leading siaples being
E:" well known—I mean cotton, rice, tobacco, sugar,
~—we can arrive at the whole value of our exporta pretty
nearly. They cannot fall short of one hundred and thirty
millions of dollars, and this year, perhaps, considerably ex-
coed that sum.  This is nearly as much as the whole of the
exports of the United States to foreign countries, It must be
remembered, however, that though the free Siates furnish
part of our exports, yet that which they do’ afford is scarcely
0 much as the of our own products which goes to
them for consum . If, therefore, mm
whole exports to the North and to foreign
would be equal (o that sum. Of course we should import s
much, and in fact do at this time consume as much. A duty
of thirty per cent. on theso imports (and most of the rates of
the nt tariffl law are higher) would yield a revenue of
forty millions of dollars. As the of .almost all
manufactured articles are wt:: production of the
great

on hand twenty-five millions of dollars to devote to the making
of railroads, opening our harbors and rivers, and for other
domestic purposes. Or, by levying only a twenty per cent.
duty, which the Northern manufacturers found ruinous to
them, as they said, under Mr. Clay's compromise bill, we
should be able to raise some twenty-five millions of dollars.
Hall of this sum would be sufficient for the support of our
army, navy, and civil government, The ue might be
devoted to the making of all such improvements as we are
now in want of, and espocially checkering our counlry over
with railroads.  SBubjecting the goods of the North to a duty,
with those from other foreign countries, would at once givea
powerful stimulus to our own manufactures. We have al-
ready sufficient capital for the purpose. But, if needed, it
would come in from abroad. English capitalists have filled
Belgium with factories. Why did this occur? Simply be-
cause provisions were cheaper there and taxes lower than in
England. The same motives would bring them into the Bouth-
ern country, since both the reasons assigned are much sironger
than inogrcase. I has already been proved that we can manu-
facture some kinds of goods more cheaply than the North. In
New England, too, owing to her deficient agriculiure, every
thing is directed to manufacturing, and the system is strained
up to a point which is attended with great social disadvan-
tages, 50 a8 to retard population. In the South it need not
beso, The climate and soil are very favorsble to agriculto-
ral pursuits. Our slaves might be chiefly occupied on the
furms, while the poorer class of cur white population ard a
portiun of our females could be adventageously employed in
manufscturing. Woe should thos have that diversity in our
pursuits which is moet conducive to the prosperity and hap-
piness of a people.

" Oar carrying trade would probably for a time be in the
hands of the English and other foreigneis, This, however,
would not be to our disadvantage, since Northern ship-cwners
now charge as much for freight batween New York and New
Otleans as they do for carrying it to Canton, on the opposite
side of the globe. The whole amount of the freight on South-
ern productions, received by the Northern ship-owners, has,
on a minute calculation, been set down at forty millions one
hondred and eighty six thousand seven hundred and twenty-
eight dollars, ($40,186,728.) The whole value which the
North derives from its Southern connexion has been estima-
ted, by some persons most familiar with these stalistics, at
more than eighty-eight millions of dollars. 'Whoever lodks
into the condition of the different States prior 1o the forma-
tion of the Uniop, snd compares it with their situstion at
firet, under low duties, up to the war and tariff of 1816, and
its successors, highly protectjve as they have been, will find
the fucts fully sustaining the opinions [ have expressed. North-
ern writers of elementary baoks, made for school children, of

' eourse represent thipgs differently, and deceive the careless

and ignorant. My opinions on these points have been. settled
for a long while past, though I have not herctofore been in a
position where I thought I could exert any controlling influ-
ence, or eflect any desirable object, by giving utterance to
thema. '

In throwing out these views, Mr. Chairman, I have not
sought the utmost degree of precision, but I have no doubt
but that all the facts will be found on examinstion not less
favorable to my conclusions than I have stated them. My
purpose now is simply to present to Northern gentlemen such
general views as are likely now to be adopted by the South.
Your course of aggression is already arraying against you all
the highest minds of the Sounth—men of high intellect, and
higher patriotism, whose utter indifference to all personal con-
siderations will make them, in the language of my eloguent
friend from Georgia, (Mr. T'ooxus,) ““devote all they have
and all they are to this cause.’

But gentlemen speak of the difficulty of making the boun-
dary ; and the condition of the border States of Maryland and
Kentucky is pmticularly referred to. Undoubtedly esch
State would have the right to determine for itself {to which
section of the Confederacy it would belong. If these two
States were to unite with the North, then, as it would not be
possible for them to change their condition immediately, with
respect to slavery, if they ever did, they would for many
years, at least, form a barrier against the aggressions of the
frec States, until, in short, the South would have become too
great and powerful to need such aid. I take it, howewer, that
theirinterest would lead them to prefer an association with
the South. With reference to fugitive slaves, Maryland
would not be materially worse off than I bave shown her to
be, if she were not in fact less molested. There would, how-
ever, e gsome great countervailing advantages. Sheis in ad-
vatce of most of the Southern Btates in manufactures, and a
du'y on Nurthern imports would give her for the time betler
prices on such things as now come from the North, Balti-
more would, perhaps, from its considerabls size and its capi-
tal, become the New York of the South. New York itsell
must at once lose more than half its foreign trade. Charles-
ton ar.d New Orleans would expand rupidly. The like might
oecur to the cities of Virginia. Even the [ittle towns on the
eastern coast of my own State would more Fion recover the irade
which they had prior to the war duties and the tariff of 1816,

The norihern tier of counties in Keatucky would perhaps be.
dbliged to remove their slaves to the South. Bat there would
be to her advantages in the change similar to those of Mary-
land, Kentucky supplies the South with live stock to a greal
extent ; but she has to encounter the competition of Ohio and
other Northwestern States. If the productione of these

| States were subjected lo u_daty, she might for a time have a

monopoly in the trade. 1 would do injustice to these two
States if I supposed that they would be governed solely, or
even mainly, by caleulations of interest. Maryland and Ken-
tucky are filled with as courageous, a& generous, and as noble-
minded men and women as exist on earth; and, following
their bold impulses, they would make common canse with
their oppressed sisiers of the South, and, il necessary, lake
their places where the blows might fall thickest in the front of
the column, with the same high feclings that animaled their
sncextors on the battle-fields of the Revslution. Rather than
that they should sepsrate from us, I think it far move pr

ble that some of the Northwestern fice States would find it to
their advantage to go with the Bouth. But we have been
threatened that the North will take on of the Lower
Missiecippi. The British tried that in 1815, but I'lell Ao-
drew Jackson and some of the Scuthwestern militiamen in
the way. In the thirty-five yours that have since paseed, those

| Staies have become populeus and strong, dnd would doubtless

be able to prutect their waters from aggresdon, The South.

ern States, having now a free population of six _m'-l.lam. and

producing in suceession such soldiers as Washington, Jack-

son, Beott, and Taylor, need have 0o serious tears of fureign
ession.

1 submit it, then, Mr. Chairman, calmly to Northern gen-
tlemen, that they hiad betler make up their miade lo give us
at nnce a fair setilement ; not.cheat us by a mers empty form,
without reality, but give something substantial for (1« South.
We might nequiewe in the Missouri compromise line. |
should individuslly prefer, under all the ci.cumstances, giv-
ing up the whole of Califurnia, provided we coald have all on
this side of it, up to about the parallel of 40%, not far fram the
northern line of the State of Missouri, rather than its southern
—36° 40'.  'We wonld thug, by geiting the whole of New
Mexico, amd having the mountain chan snd desert on the
west, oblain a proper fronticr. 'We might then acquire, at
some fure day, wheiher united or divided, the
countsy along the Gulf of Mexico, well suited to be oceupied
by ourslave population. T mean, sir, that no restriction
ought to be imposed by Congress on ikis territory, but that
after it has been left open to sll clasaes for & proper prriod,

the maj ity may then, when they make a Stato constitation,
determine ¥w ‘themeelves whether they will permit slavery or
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civil ‘and diplomatic sppropristion
bill was under consideration, with the smendment
Benate known s Walker’s, which would have seitled
question of slavery in the Territories, a number
g-nllamu resolved to defeat that bill and all

thal, while I was pressing a Pennsylvania member to
sgainst striking out that amendment, which was the pendi
motion, a member of high standing from Massachusetis .:ﬁ
to me, *‘ You nced not give yourself any troxble about this
matter ; if we do not sacceed in changing it, wo shall prevent
its adoption by having the yeas and nays on motions to ad- |
Jjourn, and calls of the House, till end of the session.”
From similur declarations made to me by s number of North-
ern gentlemen, as [ went thlwha;h the:

-

s I had no doubt
Sn that, as he-eaid, enou ag to have ensbled them
effect their purpose, if the motion to change the character
of the amendment had failed. - It is not long since, too, that |
prosps e T o ol e e oty
wo million n the 4 ing
till the end of the session. mNouhmmthm hu.wlhm-‘ |
fore, been accustomed to this mode of resistance to such mea- |
sures as do not like, I take it that they would hardly |
complain of this kind of retalistion. i
I tell gentlemen that if we cannot in advance get u fair set-
tlement of this question, I should be pleased to see the civil I
and diplomatic bill, the army and navy bill, and all other ap- [}

propriations fail. 'We should thereby muke every officer and |
every expectant of publi diretely interested in having |
justice done to the South. It would be far better to have this |

temporary inconvenience for a year or two, than that we
should see a bloody revolution, or something worse. I hold i
it to be the duty of every Bouthern Representalive to stay 'ji
here and prevent, till the close of our official term, the pas- ||
sage of any measurcs that might tend to force our peaple to |
unjust submission, In the mean time lh%l‘l tates 18
could, in convention, lake such steps as L ba necessary 4§
to assert their right toa share in the public territory.  If this
interregnum were to continue long, it might drive both'sec- )
tions to muke nsmhion al governments, to become permanent
ones in the end.

But it is advised, in certain pottions of the Northern press,
that the members from that section ought to expel such as in-
terrupt their proceedings. Let them try the experiment. 1
tell gentlemen that this is our ﬂ,nehold[l:g territory. ‘We do
not intend to leave it. If they think they can remove us, it
is & proper case for trial. In the present temper of the pub- | |
lic mind, it is probable that a collision of the kind here mligh:
electrify the country, as did the little ekirmish at Lexington

the Colonies in their then excited state. Such a stroggle,
whoever might prove the victors in it, would not leave here

a quorum to do business. Gentlemen may call this freason
~—high treason—the highest treason that the world ever saw.
Bat their words are idle, We shall defeat their movement |
sgoinst us. But even if [ thought otherwise, I would still
resist. Sooner than- submit to what they propese, I would
rather see the South, like Poland, under the iron heel of the
;;uqueror‘ I .would rather that she should find the fate of

ungary.
It was but the other day, and under our own eyes, that the
gallant Hungarians asserted their ind ence. Though in
the midst of, and struggling against those two immense em-
pires, that could bring more than a million of armed men into
the field, they were successful at firet in beating down the
power of Austria. It was not until some of her sons became
traitors that Hungary was finally overpowered, borne down,
and pregsed to death by the long columns end gigantic
strength of Russis. If necessary, let such be our fate.

* Better be |

Where the extinguished Spartans still are free,
In their proud charnel of Thermopylwe.”

Ruther lot the future traveller, as he passes over a blacken-
ed and desert waste, at least exclaim, ** Here lived and died
as noble a race as the sun ever shone vpon."” - If we were
to wait until your measurcs were consum , and your
coil, like that of a great serpent, was completely around us,
then we might be crushed. Seeing the danger, we have the
wisdom and the courage to meet the attack now, while we
have the power to resist. We must prove victors in this
struggle.  If we repel the wave of aggression now, wa shall
bave peace. The Abolitionists, defeated before the country
on the main issue, will not have power to molest us.

I have thus, sir, frankly spoken my opinions on this great
question, with ne purpose to menace, but only to warn.
Uentlemen of the North ought themselves to see that, while
submission to what they propose would be ruinous (o, us, it
would not in the end be beneficial to their section. &
then, the issue in all its bearings, it'le for them to decide.
They hold in their hands the destiny of the existing Govern-
ment, Should circumstances divide us, I wish that you may
prosper.  From all my knowledge of elements of your
society, I have doubts. That we shall, under favor of
Providence, in all events, take care of onrselees, I have n®
fears. In cooclusion, I bave to say, Do us justice, and we
continue to stand with you; attempt to trample on us, and we
part compaany. ; :

Trarr or Otp Tues,—A law o promoté and

enforce industry, especi Inming, the
Legislature of Mumhﬁ?z mhe y%upﬂ':;

“ Beiten:;ud ;{o;h:aaulhmy of this court, mmn‘-h?gi.
not necessarily em, in I OCCASIONS, A8 Women; g
and boys, shall be, and hereby are, enjoined to spin, accord-
ing to their skill and ability, snd (Bt the defectisen n svery

town do consider the condition and capacity of every family,
and accordingly do assees at one or more epi , and be-
cauce several families are neceesarily employed the greatest

part of their lime in other business, yet, if opportunitice were
some time might be spared at lesst by soms of
m fnrhl% wzr‘h_, the said inzutmn shall theref.re assess
88 ball and quarter spinners, according (o their caj
ties. And every one thus sasessed for a whole rﬁmm
fr time to come, spin every year, for thirty weeks, three
nds & week of linen cotton, and so proportionally for
and quarter spinners, under the penslty of nine pence &
pound short; the selectmen shall take special cave for
the executi'n of the order, which may be essily effected by
dividing their several towns into ten, six, five, &e. parts;
to appoiut one of the ten, six, five, &c. 10 tuke sn acconnt
of their divisions, and to. certify the selectmen, if any be do-
fective in what they are assessed, who shall im the pen-
alties imposed on such as are negligent, for the encourage-
ment ol those who are diligent in this work."”

Stramenrr Empine Crrr.—Thie steamer is now consi-
dered due at New York from Chagres, but, as there was no
Pacific mail steamer due st Panama until the 22d instant,
we presume that Captain Wilson would detsin his ship »
Chagres until the arrival of her maile and passengers across
the isthmus, We may ook for her arrival about Saturday or
Sonday next. The nows from the gold regions wiil be one

month later.—Com, Adp
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